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Dr. David Lewis

MSc Social Policy and Planning in Developing Countries (SPPDC)

Linking the study of social policy with the study of development theory and practice, the MSc in Social
Policy and Planning in Developing Countries (SPPDC) is the LSE”s longest running development

course, and recently celebrated its 30th anniversary!

The course was originally designed exclusively for those working within governments and development
agencies in order to provide a professional

Masters course which builds a link between theory and practice in social development.

These days, while the majority of our students are still development practitioners from “the South”, we
also increasingly take other well qualified applicants who are seek to build a career in development work.
Each year we accept about 50 students, usually from at least 30 different countries, most with work

experience in governments, donors, NGOs and the private sector.

What makes SPPDC different from other MSc courses is (a) the highly diverse mix of students in terms
of country backgrounds, experiences and ages and (b) the emphasis on both the theoretical and policy

aspects of “social development” as the central theme of the course.

Also, since the course is located in the LSE”s Social Policy Department (the UK”s top rated
development in this field) students have the unique opportunity to link the study of social development

issues in both “developing” and “industrialised” country contexts.

David Lewis

Course Convenor

FORMAL DETAILS

The programme aims to:

(a) provide advanced post-graduate education and training in the inter-disciplinary field of Social
Policy in a research active environment, with particular reference to the context of “developing” and
“transitional” country contexts and with an emphasis on bringing together students from a wide variety
of backgrounds and experiences (to create an environment in which students can learn from each
other);



(b) provide students (who normally come to the course with some professional experience) with the
skills either to continue in the wide range of careers concerned with social policy and planning in
developing and transitional country contexts (in government, NGOSs, private sector or
intergovernmental organisations such as the UN) or to engage in further academic research on these

themes;

(c) provide SPPDC MSc students with a wide range of choice to assemble an inter-disciplinary
post-graduate programme (drawing on option courses both within and outside the Department and a
dissertation project) that meets their individual goals in acquiring theory and specific knowledge and
skills which will assist them in their future work as researchers, policy makers or practitioners

concerned with social policy, social development and poverty reduction;

(d) develop and improve students” analytical, organisational and planning skills, and enhance written

and oral communication skills.

Programme outcomes: knowledge and understanding; skills and other attributes

Students who successfully complete the MSc programme should

(a) have an understanding of the historical evolution of thinking about social policy and development
and of the major theoretical, methodological and policy debates relating to social policy and planning in

both the academic literature and “real world” of development practice;

(b) understand the links between political, economic, organisational and social/cultural variables which
determine relations between states, markets and society and between global, national and local level

structures in the policy process;

(c) understand the meaning of social science research methods and debates among those who work
on development policy, the basic principles of the main types of data collection and analysis, and the
approaches of participatory appraisal and research and the main planning tools (such as stakeholder
analysis, the project concept note, logical framework analysis, gender planning etc, taught through a

Project Planning component) commonly utilised by development agencies such DFID, UN and NGOs.

(d) Have an advanced understanding of either interdisciplinary or disciplinary based knowledge
relevant to their particular goals of work or further study derived from two or more specialised subjects
(chosen with the approval of their supervisor from an approved list of post-graduate courses offered

from within the Department and the School more widely.



